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Additional information. concerning the arrests of 
EPIFANIO MENDEZ. FLEITAS and EPIFANIO MENDEZ (hi jo) 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on October 7, 1977- 



Monday, October 17, the following judicial reply was given to 
a second writ of habeas corpus in Buenos Aires: 

Sr. Epifanio Mendez and son are detained at Superintendences 
de Seguridad Federal, 3uenos Aires. 

The father is held under an order of arrest (orden del dia de 
la Plata, folio 23, articulo 1, inciso 1) dated February _13, 1975* 
which asks that he be transferred to the Departaaento Judicial of 
Resistencia, Chaco, Argentina (Jefe de area 233 del ejercito argen- 
tine). He is sought by the police of Salta ^ (expediente FF4-11). He 
is accused of being a member of 23P (Ejereito Revolucionario del 
Pueblo) and of PRT (Partido Revolucionario de Trace j adores , connec- 
ted with ERP). 

His son, Epifanio Mlndez (hijo), is sought by the sane authori- 
ties for the S3me charges, except that the order cr~arrest is dated 
November 29, 1976. 

Now that charges have been made explicit, their total lack of 
fouhdation becomes apparent to whomever h3S any knowledge of the 
activities or the political inclinations of the prisoners. The or- 
ders for arrest come from Sai-ta, Argentina. In fact Sr. Epifanio*’ 
Mendez Fleitas has not visited that area since passing through 
there some 15 years ago. His son has never been in that area. In 
the last few years Sr. Mendez Fleitas has been only in the area of 
Montevideo, Uruguay, and of Buenos Aires, Argentina. His son has 
only been in Montevideo, 3uenos Aires, and Cordoba, never in 
northern Argentina. 

It is worthwhile to note that Sr. Epifanio Mendez Fleitas 
was arrested July 8, 1976, and held incommunicado in Buenos Aires 
for five days. At that time he was accused of making contact ’with 
Chilean leftists in Bariloche (Argentina), charges which were 
immediately dropped on inquiry by higher authorities, since they 
v/ei'e false. At that time, there was no mention of the arrest 
order from Selta, which leads one to believe that in fact the 
3rrest order did not exist a; that time. 

As for the political beliefs, those of Sr. Mendez Fleitas are a 
matter of extensive public record, and those of his son, while not 
so well publicized, are of a like nature, and, in fact, he is not 
politically active at all. Neither has an interest in local Argen- 
tine politics and it is inconceivable that either would be a member 
of the organizations to which they are accused of belonging. 

A final note to be added to the above is that in spite of the 
assurance given in the habeas corpus as to the location of the two 
prisoners, when the wife of Sr. Mendez Fleitas went to the Superinten- 
dencia de Seguridad Federal, she was told that they did not have or 
knew where the prisoners were being kept. ■ 
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